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I am not suggesting that all parties are in-
differently run in Malta, for that would not be true*
I have been to many, and especially those given by
the Maltese, where I had a thoroughly good time
from every point of view* The trouble lies in the
fact that many hosts think that, because they
gather together a crowd of people in their house,
give them indifferent cocktails and a few hers-
d'ceuvres, they have done their duty, and that each
of their guests will, in due course, return the
tepid hospitality, with, if they are lucky, something
more substantial, perhaps even a dinner*
Much of what I have said is not so much due to
meanness on the part of hosts as to lack of fore-
thought* Parties, like letters, should clearly show
the individuality of the originator, if they are to be
successful* One good, well-run party is far better
than many poor ones: this may seem to be a
perfectly obvious fact, but it is often forgotten*
Regimental Sherry Parties, given in a mess
after church on Sundays, are always interesting,
and invitations to them are much sought after,
women especially favouring them, it being one of
the few occasions upon which they are allowed to
enter an officers' mess*
A band plays and a very varied assortment of
people crowd into the ante-rooms and on to the
verandahs* Soldiers, sailors, marines, and airmen ;